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“SALESMAN” 
SEVERSKY has 


ACCORDING to reports in the 

Daily Mail, Major Seversky has 
sold his theories in connection with 
aerial warfare lock, stock, and barrel 
to the American public. It may be 
the policy of authority in this 
‘country to use his panacea for total 
victory as a bait to distract publie 
attention from previous disappoint- 
ments. 

Seversky’s theory, briefly, is that if 
the world position is properly under- 
Stood it becomes abundantly clear that 
the winner of this war will be that 
Power which absolutely controls the 
air, and that this control will be main- 
tained by shore-based fighter-bombers 
of enormous size, which will not only 
be self-protective but at the same time 
the spearhead of offensive operations. 
By means of huge fleets of these 
machines he jontemplates such an 
absolute mastery of the air that no 
other fleet will be able to rise from 
the ground without rapid destruction. 
_ He says, inter alia, “Let us plan as 
if the war were to continue indefin- 
itely and on the assumption that these 
‘ssuper-bombers will be able to wreak 
more destruction in one flight than 
all the recent 1,000-plane-raids put to- 
gether.” He visualizes these huge 
fleets based on the United States, 
using Britain (“the Malta of the At- 
lantic” is his description of these 
islands) as the advance base for their 
massed fighter protection. 

It follows (and it is important to 
note this) that armies and navies as 
we know them today might fade out 
of the picture, admira’s becoming 
transport officers, and generals, police- 
men. 


A New Panacea? 


_ it is quite possible that Major 
Seversky is correct in his analysis, 
but even if he is, it is not certain that 
the results will be favourable to the 
United Nations for the following 
reasons: 

1. It is not yet absolutely proved that the 
hheavy bomber can cause sufficient damage to 
force an enemy to sue for peace. 

2. It cannot be said with complete certainty 
that Britain and America between them can 
Produce sufficient planes to make our saprem- 
acy reasonably sure, 


THE SINEWS OF 


PEACE 


A SINGLE donation of £15 and 

the more or less regular £1 per 

7 week which comes from a faithful 

but anonymous friend, “A.J.,” 

account for half of the last fort- 

night’s total gifts to the Peace 
News Fund. 


We know, of course, that most 
of our readers can afford neither 
such large nor such regular con- 
tributions, but we certainly hope 
for better results than this. 


.. Possibly some of our readers confuse the 
Idea of coercion (which is very far from 
our desire) with the use of military meta- 
phors. Another reader, by the way, takes 
us to task for these on the ground that 
while they “were used by Paul, the 
Apostle » they are “‘quite alien to the spirit 
of Christ. But in declaring that Jesus 
never used such metaphors our correspond- 
ent overlooks “I came not to send peace, 
bat a sword,” an exceedingly expressive 
metaphor which tribunals and others often 
suggest was meant Hiterally. 

Contributions since Sep. 21: £32. 19. 11. 
Total to date: £3,851. 9. 11. 


The Editor 


Please make cheques etc. payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and address them to 
ue Seep entane Peace News, 3 Blackstock 


A Plan for Victory 
But Britain Should Ask the Price 


P = 

As far as authority here is con- 
cerned, it is not clear whether the 
British Government has been com- 
pletely sold out on the idea or not. 
There are two schools of thought. 
Bomber Command naturally wants 
larger and better toys and is con- 
vineced that its particular infernal 
machine will win World War No. 2. 
Our mercurial Prime Minister prob- 
ably backs this faction when he is 
looking round for a new and spectac- 
ular idea with which to charm away 
the fears of a rather distressed 
electorate, 

The opposite point of view is ap- 
parently still taken by many admirals 
and generals, whose education and 
self-interest must make them bitterly 
opposed to a new order which spells 
little future for them. Our ageing 
Prime Minister possibly supports 
them when he pictures himself in a 
siren suit, defending, perhaps alone, 
perhaps with these warriors, the last 
beach, the last open field, and the last 
street barricade. 

Now one of these views must be 
right. If history vindicates the pro- 
fessional soldiers, then surely it will 
be said, perhaps in onlv ten years, 
that this was our most foolish period, 
in that we sacrificed our armies, 
navies, and empire for an unproved 
idea. If, on the other hand the Major 
is correct, do the British people thor- 
oughly understand the full implica- 
tions of the new strategy in so far as 
this country is concerned? 


Britain as Cockpit 


The British Isles for an indefinite 
period are to be the very forefront 
of a battle to be fought primarily be- 
tween America and Germany for the 
mastery of the world. During this 
period, even if America finally wins, 
it is almost certain that Germany will 
from time to time obtain a temporary 
advantage. Do the British people 
meally grasp what will happen to 
them during the periods when Ger- 
many is for a time in command of 
the air? Do they realize how com- 
pletely Great Britain will be bled 
white and destroyed by such a policy? 
At the end, ruin; no factories, few 
houses, hopelessly damaged communi- 
cations and, worse tham this, nerve- 
wrecked children and a whole gener- 
ation educated only for destruction, 

Before Major Seversky’s pro- 
gramme is finally adopted by the 
United Nations, and this country 
made the cockpit of the world, its in- 
habitants should be fully informed 
of its implications and consulted as 
to whether they desire it to be carried 
into operation or not. They might 
hesitate before the risk of turning 
this green and pleasant land into a 
desert, scorched by fire and blasted 


by bomb. 
P. W. M. Horner 


| 
* 


The Voice of Reason 


AN OPPORTUNITY FOR IT 


TO BE 


HEARD ? 


“The Vatican newspaper, Osservatore Romano, has pleaded 
for peace based on principles of well-being of both vanquished 


and victors.” 


HIS bald report in the Evening News, Sep. 24, may yet be 
followed by an actual offer of mediation by the Vatican. 
It has at any rate been followed by the equally brief announcement 


(Times, Oct. 3) that: 


The Pope has appealed to Bishops throughout the world to have special prayers for a 
speedy return to peace said in the Churches of their Dioceses during October. 


One does not need to be a Roman 
Catholic to join heartily in the 
prayer, or any sort of Christian to 
echo its hope for a real step away 
ffrom the abyss. For my part, I look 
more hopefully for the new ascend- 
ancy of Christendom to the Vatican, 
with its evident longing for an 
immediate opportunity to stem the 
madness and devilry of war, than to 
the Cripps-Temple school of thought, 
with its idealistic social order sub- 
ordinated to victory. 


Myron Taylor's Role 


MM UcH the most unpleasant ex- 
planation of Mr. Myron C., 
Taylor’s recent visit to the Vatican 
was the categorical one in the Man- 
chester- Guardian (Sep. 29) to the 
effect that he went to warn the Pope 
that any attempt at mediation would 
be frowned on by the USA. By 
way of justifying what would 
appear to many as a flat refusal even 
to consider turning from destruction 
to reason, the Germans have been 
represented as using the Vatican for 
another of their famous peace 
“offensives.” The very use of the 
word “offensive” serves to create the 
idea that there is no question of 
reason being: one of the alternatives 
before the United Nations, but only 
destroying or being destroyed. 


But the fact that the Vatican is 
being looked to as the mediator 
should guarantee to the Governments 
of the United Nations that a genuine 
effort would be made to seek the well- 
being of all the peoples concerned. 
The Times of Oct. 1 was at pains to 
point out that while everyone knows 
the Vatican cannot openly take sides, 
its sympathy with the Allied cause is 
obvious. The condemnation by the 
Roman Church of anti-semitism (of 
which the Pastora] Letter circulated 
by the Archbishop of Toulouse is one 
of the most striking recent examples) 
should strengthen confidence in its 
determination to see that mediation 
does not merely mean betraying the 
ideals held by the Alles. 


Our “‘Hess Guess’’ 


WWHAT I offered, as early as 
*¥ June 27, 1941, “as nothing more 
than a wild surmise” about Hess’s ifl- 
fated visit to this country appears 
substantially in The Times of Oct. 5 
as more or less official fact. “The 
flight,” The Times reports Sweden’s 
Nazi newspaper, Dagsposten, as 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY : 
EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


stating, “was not Hess’s own inde- 
pendent enterprise, but was part of 
Hitfler’s well-considered policy always 
directed toward an alliance with 
Britain.” 

Hitler could not accept as final Britain's 
refusal to make peace after the defeat of 
France... Therefore Hess was to offer to 
England a profitable agreement in the form 
of an alliance to make war on Russia... 


According to the Evening Standard 


(Oct. 3) sDagsposten explained that 
Churchill telephoned Roosevelt, who, know- 
ing if Europe united against the Bolshevists, 
it would become independent of America, 
vetoed the project. 


Opportunity Missed 
"THERE will be few indeed now in 

this country who will think that 
Britain ought to have agreed to such 
an offer—although, from a purely 
self-interested (and of course non- 
pacifist) political voint of view, 
Britain had no particular reason at 
that time to consider Russia’s feel- 
ings. Russia was still felt in many 
quarters to be on the side of 
aggression, and many indeed thirsted 
for her blood over her attack on 
Finland. But if thus to play the 
jackal to Russia would have been un- 
thinkable, to play the bosom friend 
without the means—or, it is increas- 
ingly suspected, the will—to de so on 
an adequate scale, and at the most 
critical moment was little, if any, 
better. 

At any rate, it was considerably 
worse (for Russia as for the peace of 
the world generally) than using the 
opportunity offered by Hitler’s appar- 
ently very real desire to retain our 
goodwill to negotiate a settlement. No 
such settlement could ever, by itself, 
constitute anything like an _ ideal 
peace. But it could have held out 
much more hope then of ultimate 
peace, especially if we had made self- 
sacrifice instead of sacrifice of Russia 
the condition, than we can expect 
from a settlement after more months 
of bitter wanfare. 


Russian Disillusion 


al [oles American magazine Time (Sep. 28) 
describes in some detail how “thous- 
ands of Russians among the horrors of Stalin- 
grad seemed to be accusing the Churchill and 
Roosevelt Governments of outrageous lying 
on the subject” of a second front, as a result 
of the ambiguities of the announcement that 
“full understanding” had been reached. 

“The Ailies had tried to make such re- 


(Continued on page 2) 


IPHE Indian Freedom Campaign 

was inaugurated at a meeting in 
London on Saturday, held under the 
auspices of the British Centre Against 
Imperialism. 


Fenner Brockway was in the chair 


and the Peace Pledge Union was 
represented. 

Plans for a nation-wide campaign 
for unconditional independence for 
India were discussed. Details will be 
developed by a working committee 
which is meeting today (Friday). 

At a meeting of the PPU 


Armistice Committee on Friday, 
attended also by sume other members 
of the National Council, general sup- 
port was given to such a campaign, 


Four MPs—Reginald Serensen, 
Alex. Sloan, S. O. Davies and T. L. 
Horabin (chairman) spoke at a 
packed meeting held by the India 
League in the Conway Hall, London, 
on Sept, 30. 

The first two moved and seconded an 
emergency resolution (carried with 6 dis- 
sentients) which expressed “horror at the 
savage repressions and sporadic violence which 
for nearly eight weeks Rave raged in India” 


Indias I reedom Campaign Launched 


and demanded ‘‘a settlement with India, the 
recognition of Indian independence, an Indian 
National Government, and the immediate 
opening of negotiations on this basis.” 

* * * 


The Committee of Indian Congress- 
men in Great Britain will hold a 
public demonstration in the Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Sauare, London, 
W.C.1, at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 25. 
* * & 

Pacifist members of the Labour 
Party were to lobby Labour MPs 
at the House of Commons yesterday, 
in connexion with the India debate. 
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Second Front and 
Second Thoughts 


TDEMOCRATS sometimes show ‘a 

surprising eagerness to suppress 
liberty of opinion. Mr, Cummings of 
the News Chronicle “in all serious- 
ness” appeals to the appropriate Min- 
ister to take action against the Catho- 
lic Herald for expressing the opinion 
that, if Russia were virtually out of 
the war, as may happen if Stalingrad 
falls, it may give Britain the oppor- 


tunity of re-establishing a juster 
balance in her foreign policy. With 
the foreign policy which the Catholic 
Herald advocates we are not con- 
cerned. We are concerned with the 
attitude of the columnists toward the 
proposition that the military alliance 
with Soviet Russia really is not, and 
ought not to become, 4 political alli- 
ance. It is evidently next door to 
treason in the eyes of the prophet of 
the News Chronicle and the sage of 
the Daily Express. 


It seems to us plain commonsense 
that if a purely military alliance fails, 
it should be written off. To judge by 
the indignation of Mr. Cummings and 
Mr. Hickey, one would suppose that it 
was Britain who persuaded Russia to 
enter the war on her side. Undoubt- 
edly, the ad hoc military alliance be- 
tween Britain and Russia has 
exploited by zealous propagandists 
into a political communion. Their 
efforts have been very successful. By 
far the greater part of the propa- 
ganda for the Second Front is now 
based on the surprising premise that 
it is our duty to help Russia rather 
than to help ourselves. By parity of 
reasoning, it was Russia’s duty to 
help Britain and France in Septem- 
ber 1939, 


From the point of view of the ex- 
isting British Government, there is 
one sole and sufficient justification for 
the military alliance with Russia; 
namely, that it is a means to help to 
defeat Germany. If it ceases to serve 
that purpose, then it becomes not an 
asset, but a liability. Just as Russia 
displayed no quixotic passion to save 
France by making a hopeless attack 
on Germany in 1939, so no British 
government which retained a vestige 
of sanity could be moved by a quix- 
otic passion to save Russia by making 
a hopeless attack on Germany in 1942. 
The idea that Britain is under a 
moral obligation to risk her life to 
save Russia because Russia has been 
terribly mauled by Germany is plain 
nonsense. If Russia had gone to war 
with Germany in order to save us, 
such a moral obligation would have 
existed. She did not go to war for 
that purpose, and there is no such 
moral obligation. 

These are plain facts. Sympathy with 
Russia, because Russia is a socialist State, is 
quite legitimate for socialists (or those of them 
who like that kind of socialism); but it is 
fantastic to pretend that it ought to be a 
principle of Britain’s policy to prefer Russia’s 
safety to her own. Britain’s political be- 
haviour toward Russia must needs be as real- 
istic as Russia's political behaviour has been 
toward Britain. Anything else is stark in- 
sanity. If by any British action the Russian 
armies can be kept in being as an effective 
force fighting Germany, then from the mili- 
tary point of view it is worth great sacrifice 
to take that action. If the time comes when 
Russia is no longer capable of engaging the 
strength of Germany, then it will be a dan- 
gerous waste of effort to try to sustain her. 

Such considerations, it will be said, are 
not appropriate to a pacifist journal. On the 
contrary, we believe that as pacifists should 
be more detached, so they should be more 
realistic than others in appraising the actual 
war-situation. Above all, at the present mo- 
ment, they should be on their guard againat 
being seduced into a kind of semi-pacifism, 
not appropriate to a pacifist journal. On the 
romantic notions of a millennium to be at- 
tained through a political mix-up between 
Britain and Russia. Russian patriotism is, 
within limits, admirable; Russian fortitude 
in adversity, heroic. But hecause Russia 
suffers, through no fault of oura, we are not 
required to plunge into senseless suffering. 


One colossal evi] added to another does not 
make a good. 


Will Stalin 


Ties” With The Allies P 


Pairs as Winston Churchill’s speech, greatly 
praising Russia while belatedly confessing 
differences of opinion. But it was all a 
desolating object lesson in the difficulty of 
relations between Washington, London, and 
Moscow... 

“If two long seasons of Russian suffering 
ended in tragic exhaustion and disillusion, 
with the Germans still solidly entrenched in 
Russia, it might seem highly logical to 
Joseph Stalin to cut his ties with the US 
and Britain, and look to the immediate 
realities of his new position, including the 
probability that both Germany and Japan 
would be glad to settle on a bargain basis.” 
Stalin's statement (Times, Oct. 5) that the 

possibility of a second front occupies a place 
of first-rate importance in Soviet estimates of 
the current situation, and his reference to 
Allied aid as ‘“‘little effective,” will hardly 
strengthen his ‘‘ties with the US and Britain.” 


Final Phase ? 


HE “new position” referred to by Time 
may well be the fail of Stalingrad. It 

was reported as' long ago ag Sep, 17 by the 
News Chronicle that ‘in Ankara and Sofia 
Russo-German negotiations are to be expected 
after the fall of Stalingrad.” Not that there 
is nothing left to fight for, of course; but 
that there is so little left for the Russians, 
and so much more for the Germans, to fight 
with, that the logic of the situation may be 


inescapable. The possibility of saving Russia 
seems slender in the extreme. 
“Battles, for the Germans, are always 


entering their ‘decisive phase’ and we take 

little account of it, but now the Russians 

themselves are speaking in this way of 

Stalingrad.” (M. Guardian, Oct. 8). 

But-the Economist (Sep, 26) points out that 
while “it is fantastic for any layman to say 
when and where the blow can be struck which 
will lift the deadening weight of German 
might and malice from the Soviet Union... 
it is more fantastic still for anyone to ignore 
the fact that the blow must be struck in swift 
time to achieve its purpose.” 


Hitler’s Claim 


ITLER’S Sport Palast speech in Berlin, 
Sep. 80—concluding, according to The 
Times, ‘‘We shall not capitulate, let our 
enemies wage the war as long as they please” 
—was a serious claim that Germany has now 
reached a position of something like impreg- 
nability. As “A Student of War’ put it in 
the Daily Telegraph, Oct. 5, Hitler “has seized 
so large a part of Russia that apparently he 
now commands sufficient wheat, iron, coa] and 
nickel to carry on indefinitely if—and it is 
an essential proviso—he can organize them 
and transport them wherever needed.” 
And the Manchester Guardian, Oct. 1, com- 
mented : 

“Economically the claims that Hitler 
makes should be taken seriously. They 
would mean that the German home front 
would be greatly strengthened for the future 
long war he foresees and its productive 
capacity intensified. There is evidence that 
the existence of the food and industrial 
front immediately behind the lines in Russia 
is not simply imaginary, though some of the 
claims that it ia already productive are un- 
true. But it is certain that the extraordin- 


“Cut His . 


A PACIFIST COMMENTARY 
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ary feats in building and organizing trans- 

Pert suffered no check with the death of Dr. 

Goring’s speech, also in the Sport Palast, 
four days later, brought home the point more 
effectively in this country by his reference to 
what ig just now a very sore point here—coal. 
Referring to the Russian coalfields now in 
German hands, he asked the German people 
“to bear in mind how hardly gained the coal 
is. We have not got enough to waste it. In 
this connexion organization is good. Here we 
are not ruled as ‘over there’ by ‘General 
Muddile’.” That goes to the heart of the 
matter. “For it is coal or catastrophe for us 
and no mistake,” says Emrys Jones in an 
article in the Daily Mail, Oct. 1, showing the 
serious effects of a shortage on ourselves, let 
alone on our capacity to help Ruasia. 


Russian Losses 


Bt Russia herself, through no such fault 

of her own, is in at least as desperate 
2a plight. Recalling its previous warning that 
the pace of Russian war-potential must 
slacken, “if the campaign was allowed to 
drag on and on, because of the materia] losses 
and physical and psychical fatigue,” the 
Economist, Oct. 3, declares: 

“The warning has not been falsified... 
The total coal output of the Soviets is now 
perhaps no more than a quarter of the pro- 
duction of Greater Germany. Weariness 
and exhaustion, de to difficult food con- 
ditions, heavy over-work, and the incredible 
strain under which the Russian people are 
fighting their lone battle, must make their 
mark on output and efficiency.” 

_ The writer refers to an article in the same 
issue on the coal position in Russia, which 
not merely suggests that Russia hag now 
only a fraction of the coal she imperatively 
needs; but that the morale of production in 
the remaining mines (Kuznetsk and Kara- 
ganda) is bad—rather worse, it seems, than 
that in the British mines. 


India’s Demand 


HERE is a distressing insistence on the 
letter and a departure from the spirit 
which pervades official utterances on India, 
Of course, it is true that Mr. Amery, ag he 
told the Commons (Oct. 1), has “received” no 
representations to see Congress leaders in 
jail. But he knows quite well that the com- 
petent authorities have received such requests 
and, indeed, by his answer to the supplement- 
ary question, endorses their rejection. The 
Mahasabha leaders reiterate that their good 
offices have been declined and intend ‘‘to send 
a delegation to the US to try and get the 
Americans to use their moral influence to 
secure Indian freedom from Britain’ as a 
direct result (Observer, Oct. 4). 

Similarly, it is true, as The Times insists, 
that ‘‘no such scheme” as might be an accept- 
able amendment to the Cripps proposals is 
“on paper.” Given a declaration of willing- 
ness to transfer the essence of responsibility 
now, there would be no lack of such minor 
details.. Until that comes, what is the use of 
drawing hypothetical blueprints? a 


OWLGLASS asks 


{ 


HE general confusion is exemplified in 
the comments of The Times and the M. 
Guardian on what is presumably the same 
leader in the same Indian paper, the Tribune 
of Lahore. The Times asserts (Oct. 2) that 
half of the article is devoted to “an exposure 
of the hopeless divisions between the parties 
which, in combination, might be capable of 
exercising power.” 

The Guardian version is that the paper says: 

“the two most significant things about the 

political situation are the universality of the 

dissatisfaction with British policy and the 
substantia! unity of heart and purpose 
among the large majority of Indian poli- 
tictans on the nature of a solution. It 
claims that there is a perfect’ consensus of 

opinion in India today in favour of a 

National Government responsible to India 

herself and free from British control.” 

It would seem that the disunity of Indians 
is insignificant as against the disunity of 
newspaper correspondents on the spot in the 
routine matter of paraphrasing press comment. 

ee 9 e e 
Allies’ Disquiet 
MATJHAT is beyond all doubt is the trend of 

VV American opinion. A full-page advert- 
isement in the New York Times, signed by 67 
prominent Americans, appealed to United 
Nations statesmen to use their influence in 
“beginning now the programme of her 
(India’s) independence”, while three days later 
(Sep. 29) the D. Mail Washington correspond- 
ent reported “a new wave of agitation’ 
throughout the USA, sponsored by a “special 
committee’”’ which was holding ‘massed meet«~ 
ings” in Washington, New York, and other 
parts of the country. 

It was primarily to conciliate that opinion 
(which ‘is now once more predominantly 
critical of the British official attitude”) that 
The Times proposed, on Oct. 6, that the Gov- 
ernment should “complete the Indianization 
of the Viceroy’s Council by handing over to 
Indians the remaining and all-important port- 
folios of finance and home affairs, and the 
control of defence, limited only by the powers 
that must be exercised by the Commander-in- 
Chief.” Such a scheme could have no effect 
on Indian opinion since it makes no concessior 
whatever to the essential demand for self- 
determination. 

The Chinese press grows more outspoken 
so that the Ta Kung Pao now writes of “a 
slightly unpleasant atmosphere in Sino-British 
relations” over “‘the India situation.” 


Will They Act ? 


HE Commons debate which takes piace as 
hy we go to press has heen neatly edged off 
the Tory motion of support for the Churchill 
statement. As the M. Guardian (Oct. 3) says, 
the new India and Burma Bill “has arrived 
most opportunely.” Since the Government 
could not hove to carry much Labour support. 
on the original motion, and since it could 
hardly substitute another itself withont ap- 
pearing to repent of the Prime Minister's 
statement, there was a delicate situation, the 
Guardian explains, until “the In@ia Office 
turned up trumps.” 

Their best friends always tend to over- 
estimate the radical streak in the Labour 
Party, as the unanimous re-election of Mr. 
Attlee to its Parliamentary leadership after 
he had endorsed the Churchil! declaration erm- 
phasizes. One hardly dares to hope that many 
Labour MPs wil! dare to support | the ILP 
amendment to reject the present Bill. 


Can This Be Love ? 


¥ AM profoundly = im- 
pressed by the funda- 
mental unity of the nations. 


The conflicting parties are imitat- 
ing each other as fast as they can. 
Every day and in every way they seek 
to become more exactly alike. Each 
passing hour gives further proof of 
this, the sincerest form of flattery. 


They copy each other’s methods with 
meticulous exactitude. Propaganda 
on both sides pronounces similar ob- 
jectives—world peace, the abolition of 
poverty, and the establishment of 
world economic security. 

Both avow the same moral stand- 
ards. Both are horrified by the 
bombing of civilians. Both excuse the 
violation of neutral territory as re- 
erettable necessity. Hitler and Arch- 
bishop Temple unite in castigating 
capitalist plutecracy. ; " 

Never before have warring nations 
expressed such similarity of inten- 
tion and outlook. “Soul-mates” is the 
phrase which leaps most readily to 
the lips. 


* 


INCE, therefore, both sides 

are fighting for the same 

things, would it not be simpler to stop 

fighting and form a joint executive 

committee for the more expeditious 

remoulding of the world to what both 

sides profess to be their heart’s 
desire? 

Logie would suggest some such 
course but we must, I feel, look for 
something deeper than logic to ac- 
count for the perpetuation of hostil- 
ity between people of identical 
interests. : 

Permit me to suggest a possible 
explanation. There is, deep in the 
heart of human society, an inarticu- 
late but sincere belief that the 
closer the bond between people, the 


more natural is hostility between 
them, 

Thus, families which maintain con- 
stant amicable relations with their 
neighbours will scrap continuousls4 
amongst themselves, and regard out- 
side interference as an infringement 
of their liberties. Husbands who 
black their wives’ eyes every Satur- 
day night will defend them with their 
lives from any extra-domestic assault 
or indignity, while wives regard any 
omission of such attentions as evi- 
dence of declining affection and in- 
timacy. 

Let me give a simple instance of this. 
For over twenty years I have affec- 
tionately fostered the memory of a 
significant incident I witnessed shortly 
after closing-time one night in Far- 
ringdon Street. 

Two young men were fighting. One 
had been down twice for short counts, 
and as he Jay prone for the third time, 
Collective Security, under a helmet, 
emerged from a side-street and spoke 
above the battle: “Nar, wot’s all 
this?” 

And the less preoccupied of the 
combatants, with an air of confident 
self-exoneration, replied, “It’s all 
right, sir, we’re on’y bruvvers.” 

He knew that no more need be said. 
He knew that the bond of consanguin- 
ity would be accepted as both explan- 
ation and excuse. He took it for 
granted that what might be regarded 
as an unwarrantable breach of the 
peace if conducted between strangers, 
became an innocent expression of 
natural affinity when confined to the 
family circle, and he assumed that, in 
asserting close blood-relationship with 
his victim, he was claiming immunity 


from legal penalty or moral stigma. ° 


* 
‘AN it be that this view of 
\ strife as an expression of 
fundamental unity is more widely 


accepted in ‘the modern world than 
we have suspected? 

Certain it is that, if we look beyond 
present activities to our rulers’ 
future intentions, we find the matter 
goes much deeper than mere flatter- 
ing imitation. Observe: we are told 
that, in order to win, we must become 
militarist-totalitarian, like Germany, 
and that in order to keep the- peace, 
we shall have to maintain our mili- 
tary hegemony for a generation. 

Further, we are told that, having 
become militarist-totalitarian, we 
shall use the victory thus obtained to 
educate Germany into becoming 
pacifist-democratic. In other words, 
we must become the very thing which 
we are to educate them out of. 


Thus, if we succeed, we shall have 
swopped identities. They will have 
become pacifist-democratic, we shall 
have become militarist-totalitarian. 

They will have become us, we shall 
have become them, 

We shall have achieved a species 
of Reciprocal Metempsychosis, or Bx- 
change of Souls. 


* 


TP uIS is no new invention. 
It is rooted in folk-lore. 

It recalls the old Polynesian custom 
of the “Blood-brother”, by which two 
men, as a gesture of mutual devotion 
and spiritual unity, would exchange 
names, to signify that each identified 
himself completely with the other. 

Here, then, is a possible explanation 
of World War: that it is a natural 
expression of the realization of World 
Brotherhood. 

If so, all we require now is some 
extra-planetary authority to emerge 
and inquire—“Nar, wot’s all this?” 

Atronomers tell me that life on 
Venus is far advanced beyond ours. 
Pass me the telephone book... 


\wnret 


October 9, 1942 


PEACE NEWS 


3 


HR basis of the Peace Fledge Union ta 
ths following pledge which js signed 
by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND 1 WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 

The addresa to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
farther particulars may be obtained is: 


PPO WEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 


¢ Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 


By STUART MORRIS 


TPHE PPU has had the experience 
of five annual ‘general meetings. 
At the first the whole question of 
a constitution was postponed and the 
Sponsors -were appointed to act on 
behalf of the PPU. At the next 
AGM it was decided to appoint the 
National Council and to let the 
Sponsors revert to their original 
status. The third AGM was mainly 
concerned with discussion on policy, 
and was notable for the number of 
resolutions sent In by groups! The 
fourth AGM was the first one for 
which. reports were printed and cir- 
culated with the Agenda; no resolu- 
tions were allowed, and the bulk of 
the time was given up to the dis- 
cussion of three set subjects. That 
plan was followed last year for the 
fifth AGM. 


The time has now come to plan our 
sixth annual gathering, and it has 
been decided in the light of our ex- 
perience to date to vary the form of 
it once more. No-one who remembers 
the earlier AGM will want to return 
to the plan of unlimited resolutions 
on almost everything and anything. 

On the other hand, many have re- 
gretted the absence of any resolu- 
tions except emergency ones. It has 
also been felt that the summary of 
the discussion which for the last two 
years has filled the last session has 
not been effective and has come 
rather as an anti-climax. <A new 
scheme has therefore been devised 
which it is hoped will take full 
-advantage of the position of Area 
Committees, give full scope for those 
who want to submit resolutions, 
secure a reasonable opportunity for 
discussion on important issues and 
provide an inspiratipnal, conclusion. 


oa a * 


The plan, therefore, is to print and circu- 
late the reports as heretofore and to take the 
two sessions on the opening day for the dis- 
cussion of these reports and of the accounts 
and budget. Each group will be invited to 
submit a resolution to the Area Committee 
and each Area Committee will be invited to 
send on to the AGM Arrangements Commit- 
tee a resolution which they think best expresses 
the desire of their groups. 


Any such resolution which bears upon a 
point in any of the reports will be taken on 
that report and from the remainder three 
will be chosen to be the subjects of the dis- 
cussion during the third session. The AGM 
proper will then close at lunch-time on the 
second day and the afternoon will be devoted 
to a public meeting arranged by the National 
Council with set speakers but no resolution 
or discussion. 

It is hoped that the scheme will provide (a) 
better opportunity for groups to discuss gen- 
eral policy and activities on the reports; (b) 
good discussions on ithree of the more vital 
subjects suggested by Areas; and (ce) an in- 
aspirational meeting which will, it is hoped, 
increase the sense of fellowship and inspira- 
tion. 

‘Each group will be entitled to appoint one 
representative to the AGM, which will also 
be open to individual members of the PPU 
on application. 

tk * * 

The next article will deal with Voting. In 
the meantime, book the date and place— 
Satarday, May 1, and Sunday, May 2, Friends’ 
House, Euston Road, London. We want to 
make the next AGM serve more clearly than 
ever the purpose of our developing life by 
giving the individual member a share in policy- 
making and by encouraging him to accept 
responsibility in carrying out the policies 
agreed and maintaining the witness and fel- 
lowship of the PPU. 


a remarkable pamphlet. 


RELIGION AND THE 
QUEST FOR PEACE 


by George M. LI. Davies 


ONE SHILLING 
(postage 14d.) 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, 


Gandhi. Britain, and Japan 


rp attitude of the British Government to the Indian problem reveals 
an insensibility to human need and aspiration which breeds despair, 
and forces upon one the conclusion that the money-value of India means 


more to Britain than the rights and 


When forms and constitutions are 
being everywhere brushed aside by 
reason of material and_ spiritual 
necessity, Britain clings tenaciously 
to power in India. Indian talent, In- 
dian leadership, Indian spirituality 
and vision are just ignored. They 
must line up behind our rule or lie 
dormant, if need be in prison. We 
point to India’s festering sores and de- 
clare that India is incapable of self- 
rule, while India points to those sores 
as proof that independence has be- 
come a vital and immediate necessity. 


_Eastern and Western standards 
differ strangely. Nearly thirty years 
ago Rabindranath Tagore spoke to 
me on this very theme. “The other 
day,” he said, “an Indian friend and 
I were strolling down Whitechapel, 
when my friend suddenly stopped and 
exclaimed, ‘Don’t you think it’s about 
time we sent a few missionaries over 
here?” 


INDIA WILL DECIDE 


Indians know that social revolu- 
tions have taken place in Russia, in 
Japan, and even in Britain during the 
last fifty years, and that no corre- 
sponding revolution has occurred in 
India. They believe they can im- 
prove on them all. We may think 
otherwise, but by our own professions, 
India and not Britain possesses the 
right to decide that issue. 

And India will decide it. Britain may hold 
on to power a little longer, but she will not 


decide India’s destiny. Forces have been let 
in due course will 


loose in this war which 
compel Britain to relinquish her hold on 
India. Gandhi awaits that day, certain of 


its coming, and when it arrives he will en- 
deavour to win over the Congress Party and 
Indian opinion generally to a policy of non- 
violent non-co-operation toward Japan. 


That policy is ridiculed from end to end of 
Britain today. Why it should be, in view of 
the cost, and of the obvious failure, of the 
method of militarism in the present holocaust, 
is incomprehensible. For the war is destroy- 
ing not only the old order, much of which 
needed to be destroyed, but the bases of a 
tolerable new order, the remnants of such 
liberties and spiritual values as remained. 


AIDS TO SUCCESS 


This will be Gandhi’s biggest fight, 
although Indian conditions are more 
favourable to its success than is gen- 
erally realized in this country. 


For instance, the necessities of 
British imperialism have precluded 
the greater part of India from bear- 
ing arms. The small forces which 
Britain has raised in India have been 
drawr from- particular areas and 
kept apart from the general com- 
munity as a sort of military caste. 
They have thus symbolized India’s 
dependence, and to that extent have 
assisted Gandhi’s non-violence cam- 
paign. 

Moreover, the principle of non-violence, or, 
more correctly, satyagraha (the exercise of 
soul-force), conforms with the religious teach- 
ing and traditions of Hinduism, 

Another fact which will assist Gandhi's 
purpose is the impoverishment of the Indian 
peasantry. While it is true that the latter 
are unaccustomed to the use of the sword, 
over the greater part of India their physique 
is not equal to the demands of a military 
defence against Japan. That, indeed, is one 
reason why Gandhi is opposed to a scorched 
earth policy: the toll of the deaq from 
famine among the Indian peasantry would 
reach appalling dimensions. People who 
hardly know what liberty or a square meal is 
are the last people in the world to appreciate 
the doctrine that by the wholesale destruction 
of food they will attain the glorious heritage 
of liberty. 


WHY JAPAN FIGHTS 


On the main question, that of meet- 
ing the Japanese face to face in a 
free discussion of the whole problem 
of future international relations, of 
the position of a Far Eastern economy 
within a world economy, who is en- 
titled to say that Gandhi’s proposal 
would not work? 


_ The real causes of Japan’s aggress- 
ion have not yet been faced by the 
West, all discussion of them having 
been kept out of its press. Not a 
word hag been spoken to con 
the military and economic aggress- 
ion carried out by the great Western 
Powers over the entire Far East dur- 
ing the last century, or the racial 
discrimination which they have in- 
variably practised. Gandhi would 
face those questions, and with an un- 
derstanding mind, 

Who can measure the effect of a negotiator 
who is neither an imperialist nor a repre- 


sentative of Big Business, or of the power- 
politics of privilege, but a man of deep and 


liberties of the Indian people. 


shrewd understanding, of simple faith domin- 
ated by a consuming passion to establish 
good neighbourly relations between all the 
peoples of the earth? 

The present world upheaval] is the outcome 
of the struggle for economic power, for 
monopoly, for national and class privilege. 
A new order is promised by all the politicians, 
who claim that their respective Governments 
are engaged in the greatest struggle for free- 
dom in the world’s history. 

Yet the means to the goal are the most 
diabolical instruments their power politics 
have been able to devise. Unparalleled de- 
struction is the outcome—destruction of life, 
of liberty, of treasure, of youth and enthusi- 
asm, of historical and other cultural valueg, 
And the nations are supposed, at a given mo- 
ment, to pass from this orgy of destruction 
and its attendant passions into the relation- 
ships of good neighbourliness ! 

If we possessed one spark of imagination 
we should know that the change-over involves 
a spiritual revolution for which every day af 
war renders us less capable. We are being 
drugged with brave words which are denied 
by our deeds. Nay, we are even bidden not 
to inquire too closely into the nature of those 
promised world-transforming deeds. Mean- 
while the shadows of a calamitous future grow 


darker. 
CHOICE BEFORE US 


In a ruined world and before a 
future of black despair, the pursuit 
of privilege in the name of liberty 


| WILFRED WELLOCK 


continues his examination 
of the “Gandhi versus 
Britain” issue. 


has come to an end. The choice is 
now between a spiritual revolution 
and an era of dictatorship. 


And where, throughout the West, is the 
leadership that can yromise the former? In 
India there is Gandhi; and in Japan, Kagawa 


may be awaiting his opportunity. Is it utterly 
beyond possibility that these two spiritual 
leaders may yet secure the leadership of the 
East, and thereby guide mankind into a new 
way of life, a new order of social and inter- 
national relations? 


Amidst unspeakable ruin and failure we 
seoff at Gandhi because, as a man of vision, 
he dares to challenge our might. He comes 
forth clad in a loineloth, carrying a simple 
staff, to negotiate with Britain. And Britain 
puts him in prison. But he will prevail 
against her, living or dead. If living, then 
he will endeavour to come to grips with Japan. 
How Japan will react toward Gandhi we 
cannot say, nor has Britain any title to 
judge. 

And this has to be confessed: that while 
the world burned and endured unspeakable. 
agonies, the part authors of this ruin saw in 
one great national leader who rightly diag- 
nosed the world’s disease and fearlessly pre- 
seribed its cure, an arch-saboteur and an 
egotist fit only to be cast into prison. 


END THE WAR FIRST! 


To the Editor of Peace News 


Q)NE is reluctant to start a heresy 

hunt, but an opinion has gained 
a hold in one East Anglian group and 
has already affected another, which, 
if it became general, would stultify 
the effort of the PPU. 


This is briefly that pacifists should 
not press for an armistice if it would 
not result in a “socialist peace.” Nor 
should they do so if our Government 
and the general public were to agree 
simply from self-interest or .war- 
weariness. To take advantage of 
these things, it is said, would be an 
act of doubtful morality and would 
injure the public conscience. 

With regard to the first objection, there is 
surely no obligation on PPU members to be 
socialists. Though, doubtless the average 
pacifist is ‘‘Left'' in sympathy, it would be 
quite compatible with his pledge for him, see- 
ing the mess made of things by demacracy 
and by what someone has described as “the 
wealthy lower orders’ (press peers, business 
men, MPs, ete.), to revert to the aristocratic 
principle. To say that the war must go on 
until a “socialist peace” is obtained is not 
to differentiate the CO from the average Lab- 
our war-supporter, except that the CO says 
to the soldier: “You must go on fighting until 
I approve the conditions under which you 
may stop, but I shall do nothing to help you. 
¥ shall not make one cartridge nor rifle, and 
as far as I am concerned you must go to your 
death unarmed.” 

The second objection is as if the pacifist 
were to say to a man who was disembowelling 
young men with a bayonet, starving expectant 
mothers, breaking the limbs of children and 
flinging them to die slowly under the rubble 
of some noble building which he had wrecked: 
“I shall not attempt to dissuade you from this 
activity until you yourself feel that it is 
wrong, lest I should impair your moral sensi- 
bility.” 


td * * 

If these views were to prevail the 
PPU would become little more than 
a hothouse for the nurture of fan- 
tastic orchids of subtle conscience,: 
instead of an organization to oppose 
and end by all possible means the 
mass-murder, the nauseating national 
hypocrisy, and the deeper. degradation 
of life on every level which a con- 
tinuation of the war involves. 

However the war ends, there can 
be no immediate tidy “socialist peace.” 
The chaotic state of mankind will 
fall into no neat intellectually con- 
ceived pattern. 

We have no idea of what control 


the psychological reaction will allow. 
We only know that a price will have 
to be paid for peace, and that the 
longer the war continues the greater 


that price must be. 
MARTIN BOYD. 


Plumstead, Little Eversden, 
Cambridge. 


The “New Regimes” 


Iam sorry that I appear “entirely incor- 
rect” to your two correspondents (of Sep. 
11)—on the authority of both Wilfred Wellock 
and Adolf Hitler! I wonder how my old 
friend Wilfred likes the conjunction! 

Superficially, I admit, it does appear that 
capitalism has been overthrown in Germany. 
The industrialists, as I pointed out in my 
letter (Aug. 28), have lost the political power 
they expected Hitler to pull out of the fire 
for them, and the economic life of Germany 
is now under the absolute control of the Party 
—which is the State. The Party leaders have 
made themselves not only the “‘master class.” 


TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Owing to the large number of claims 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
brief, and preferably under 260 words. 


but very largely the “owning class” ag well 
by expropriation and pressure of various 
kinds, and even where they are not technically 
the owners, they are so in practice, for ab- 
solute control is even better than legal owner- 
ship in a capitalist democracy, That is a 
political, but not an economic, revolution; the 
masters now are different men, but the system 
they operate is essentially the same, and they 
operate it, as the former masters did, for 
their own advantage, with precious little re- 
gard for the interests of the nation. It may 
be called State capitalism. 

Among other mutually incompatible prom- 
ises, Hitler offered the bait of an economic 
revolution which should abolish capitalism, 
and he now asserts that it hag been achieved. 
But the German people know better, and 
Charles Bennett will surely see, if he Jeoks 
again, the irony of the sentences he quotes 
from The Times. 

The essence of capitalism I take to be the 
exploitation of the labour of the masses for 
the benefit of a small master class—whether 
of shareholders or party bosses makes little 
difference— and the payment to the warkera 
of wages too low for them to be able to con- 
sume more than the merest fraction of the 
wealth they produce. The result of this 
aystem is that the surplus which the workers 
cannot buy and the exploiting classes cannot 
consume has to be exported—or wasted. The 
urge to export leads to imperialist conflict, 
which leads to further waste, in the form of 
armament production and finally of war itself. 
This system is in force in the new regimes, 
as in the old, and that is what my last letter 


said—-and meant. 
SCOTT BAYLISS 
85 Raymond Av., London, E.18. 


Communion for Pacifists 


Those who have read Ellis Roberte’s life of 
Dick Sheppard and hava come to know how 
wretchedly unhappy he was at many times, 
may be relieved to be reminded that the last 
day of hig life brought with it a decision that 
caused him the greatest joy. This was the 
permission of the Chapter of St. Paul’s to 
hold weekly Celebrations of the Holy Com- 
munion for his pacifist followerg in the Cath- 
edral Crypt. Although Dick never lived to 
be present in person at any of these Cele- 
hbrations they were continued at the Cathedral 
for two or three years, and have never been 
allowed to cease altogether. 

Almost five years after his death an oppor- 
tunity has now come to resume these seryices 
in substantially the form Dick first intended, 
and this has been made possible by the courtesy 
of the Vicar of St. Martin-in-the-Fields who 
has given us the use of the Crypt on Fridays 
at 7.80 a.m. We greatly hope that at least 
some of those who wish to forward Dick Shey. 
pard's work for peace, and who feel the u 
for the strengthening in fellowship of their 
own spiritual Hfe, may find their way to St. 
Martin’s Crypt on Friday mornings during 
these darkened days of war. 

(Rev.) C. PAUL GLIDDON 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 
1 Adelaide St., London, W.C.2. 


Debating? Society 


Pacifists often wish to improve their powers 
of public speaking. They could do this and 
test. their arguments on opponents at a de- 
bating society (the Antient Society of Cogers) 
which meets on the first Saturday of every 
month at Cogers Hall, The Red Lion, Red 
Lion Court, Fleet Street, London, B.CA_at 
6.30 p.m. The next meeting is on November 
2. The subscription to the society ia 5s, per 
annum, but visitors are welcomed. Debates 
take an unusual form. The opening speaker 
for 30 minutes comments on the eventa of 
the preceding week. Subsequent speakera 
comment on the opener or the events. Only 
men can join the ey: a ls the war 

ting ia ladies’ night. 
ine ee R. 8. W. POLLARD 


17 Victoria St., London, S.W.1. 


4 


PEACE NEWS 


Jailed Twice, but €.0.’s Appeal 


Still Fails 


RRONALD E. SMITH, of Wanstead, 

who is serving his second term of 
imprisonment for refusing to submit 
to medical examination, has had his 
second application to the Appellate 
Tribunal dismissed. 


The tribunal turned down his original ap- 
plication while he was serving his first sen- 
tence (of six months.) After he had been re 
leased from prison he was served with fur- 
ther notices for medical examination and on 
Aug. 6 was prosecuted again before the Strat- 
ford Magistrates, who sentenced him to a 
further 12 months’ imprisonment. The hearing 
took place only two days before the Ministry 
of Labour's announcement of its changed 
policy in relation to prosecutirig COs a second 
time for refusing medical examination. 

When Ronald Smith’s second application 
from prison came before the London Appel- 
‘ate Tribunal on Sep. 30 he upheld his position 
as an absolutist, and his application was dis- 
missed. He will, therefore, have to serve the 
balance of his twelve months’ sentence. 

Reuben P. Dodd (formerly of Hackney PPU 
group), who has already served two months’ 
imprisonment for refusing to submit to medi- 
cal examination, was sentenced to nine 
months’ imprisonment for a similar offence at 
Newport, Mon., on Friday. 
a * * 

Other CO news in brief: 

Refuseg to register.—Arthur Rosewarne— 
son of the York Peace News distributor—was 
-sentenced to one month’s imprisonment at 
\Vork City police court on Friday for refusing 
to submit to medical examination. It was 
stated that he had refused to register, and on 
being registered as a CO provisionally by the 
Minister had not appeared at the local tribunal 
and had refused to appeal. 

Fire-watching by women.—53% of those 
asked whether “women should be compelled 
to do fire-watching at night on business prem- 
ises” replied “No,”’ according to a recent 
Gallup Poll reported in Monday’s News 
Chronicle. 

Although 8,000 women were expected to 
register in Hove for fire-watching duties, 
only 1,800 did so, according to the Evening 
News, Sep. 28. 

Gunner becomes CO.—Gunner Victor Pas- 
more, who had joined the Army in October, 
1941, appeared at the Edinburgh Appellate 
Tribunal on Sep. 30. After training he went 
to Sandhurst but, realizing he could not recon- 
cile his conscience with the full responsibility 
of a trained infantry officer, returned to his 
unit. Later he decided he must leave the 
Army and was court-martialled for desertion 
and refusing to wear military uniform. He 
was described as “one of only half a dozen 
artists in England whose painting was import- 
ant for the future.” Letters were submitted 
in support of his application from Sir Ken- 
neth Clark, director of the National Gallery, 
Mr. Augustus John, RA, and Mr. ClHve Bell. 
The tribunal’s finding was to be communicated 
to the War Office. 

£100 Fine—W. Nickless, of Mill Hill, was 
fined £100 with five guineas costs at Hendon 
on Sep. 28 for failing to fire-watch. 

Admiral’s Daughter.—Miss Adela Creagh, 
daughter of Rear-Admiral J. V. Creagh, DSO 
(retired). was granted conditional exemption 
by the Appeliate Tritunal, according to the 
News Chronicle, Sep, 29. The Admiral made 
a statement to the tribunal in support 


(Continued in next col.) 


Just Out 


“Cat and Mouse” 
(6d; 7d post free) 


A 24-page critical survey with a 
Foreword by Fenner Brockway. 


Contents: 


What is “Cat and Mouse’’?; In the last 
War; In the Army; Refusing medical 
examination ; Conditionally registered 
C.0.3; In Industry; In Fire-watching, ete. 


C.B.C.0., 6, Erisleigh Street, W.C.1. 
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STUART MORRIS IN DEVON 


Barnstaple—Friday, October 16. 
Exeter—Saturday, October 17. 
Plymouth—Sunday, October 18. 


In each centre, Stuart Morris will 
address a meeting of ALL P.P.U. 
members in the district (particularly 
Group Officers), and a meeting to 
which all interested in the P.P.U. mes- 
sage (the sympathetic, the curious, 
the hostile even) are invited. 

. Times of meetings in next week’s 
“P.N,,” from Devon Group Leaders, or 
from Steele, Bickleigh, Tiverton. 


| Two VIEWS | 


as ERMS and businesses employing COs who ! 

had done nothing for their country dur- 
ing the war should be ‘cold-shouldered’ ” sa‘d 
Judge T. Richardson, chairman of Northum- 
berland and Durham Tribunal for COs, at a 
meeting of Hexham Rotary Club on Sep. 21 | 
(according to the Newcastle Journal.) | 


“AN those COs who have refused to do any- 
thing to help the war effort should be made 
to ‘take in their own washing’ after the war.” 
he said. “Their selfishness towards this 
country in time of emergency might then be 
brought home to them. 

“IT have not a very high opinion of the 
conscientious objector, yet sitting as chair- 
man of the tribunal I try to the best of my 
ability to be fair. 

* 


OST COs coming before the South- 
Western Tribunal would certainly go to 
prison, if not face worse punishment, rather 
than fight, said Prof. G. C. Field, a member 
of that tribunal at Gloucester Rotary Club 
on Sep, 4. 


Putting men in-prison, he continued, was 
an uneconomic use of man-power. It was 
equally useless- to put them against a wall, as 
some would wish. 

“Whatever we may think of their judgment, 
the vast majority are perfectly honest people 
... The real shirker does arise... but norm- 
ally ; speaking such persons are extremely 
rare.” 


(Continued from col. 1) 


CBCO “Bulletin.”—-Mr. Rhys J. Davies, MP, 
discusses the position of COs after the war 
in an article in the October issue of the CBCO 
“Bulletin.” The publication also contains 
extracts from a magazine issued by COs in 
a British prison, news of men in the Non- 
Combatant Corps who have been ordered to 
perform duties which raise problems of con- 
science, and an article on the work of the 
International Voluntary Service for Peace. 
It is obtainable from the CBCO, 6 Endsleigh 
St., London, W.C.1, price 3d. (83. for a year's 


postal subscription.) 
. CLASS 


ACCOMMODATION 


ACCOMMODATION near Birmingham 
wanted by woman at business. Would share 
duties. Box 538 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


FOR ALL properties to be let or aold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 


TO LET: Christian pacifist couple offer part 
of house unfurnished; Selly Park district, 
Bipming hae. Box 5380 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 


TO LET: furnished bed-sittingroom suitable 
for C.O. Breakfast and tea if required. Mrs. 
Zimmermann, 29 Kingscourt Rd., Streatham, 
S.W.16. 

WANTED: 
(preferably 
Reasonable rent. 
Rd., N.4. 


4-roomed flat with garden 
ground-floor). North London. 
Box 533 PN, 3 Blackstock 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and apeak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing  artiatic, 
imaginative, intuitive and intellectual gifts, 
Correspondence lessons Ba. each. (Also visit 
lessons Bsa. and small elasaes, 1a. 6d. each). 
Durothy Matthewa, B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., 
Lundon, N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


BOOKS WANTED. Massey's 
Egypt, Light of the World”: 
ise on White Magic.” 
and N. Temple-Ellis. 
don, W.C.1. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS, toys, paints, Christ- 
mas cards, handwork, and percussion sets 
badly needed. Kingsley Hall, Bow, E.3. 


“Ancient 
Bailey's “Treat- 
Novels of A. J. Rees 
Write BM/LKGF Lon- 


What do we mean by 
FREEDOM? 


Lunch Hour Addresses at 


FRIENDS HOUSE, 
EUSTON ROAD, N.W.1. 


TUESDAYS 1.20—2 p.m. 


October 18—-Maurice L. Rowntree, 
Experience of John Woolman. 
October 20—Herbert 
From Want.” 
October 27—-Edgar Castle, 
Education.” 


“The 
Pickles, “Freedom 


“Freedom in 


ft nt ee en ae ee oe oe he 


SAVE TO CONSTRUCT 


Thrift may be practised easily and simply by systematic investment in the withdrawable 
shares issued by the St. Pancras Building Society, the yield on which is three per cent. per 


annum free of income tax. 


FREE OF TAX 


Write for our “Guide for Investors” 
(2d post free) 


Managing Director : LE. W. BALES 
St. Pancras Building Society 


&t Paneras House. 


NOM, 
4 ie 
Rw 


Parkway. N.W.1 


FAMINE KILLS G 


“Abnormally High° 
Death Rate” 


“THERE can be no doubt that an 

abnormally high death rate pre- 
vails among Greek children. It is a 
yeascnable inference that this is 
partiy due to scarcity of milk and 
fats.” 

This admission was made by Mr. 
Dingle Foot, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare, replying to Lieut.-Col. Sir 
Thos. Moore in Parliament last week. 
Mr. Foot added that before the war 
Greece was substantially self-sup- 
porting in milk, and a very lange 
exporter of olive oil. He claimed that 
“both these commodities have been 
requisitioned or otherwise acquired 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Paddington.—G. P. O’Leary 
perton St., W.10. 

Lewisham (covering S.E.4, S.E.6, S.E.12, 
S.E.13, S.E.23, S.E.26).—now: C. Philip Skil- 
ton, 119 Perry Vale, London, S.E.23, 

Midhurst.—now: Kay Jones, 1 Heathfield 
Gdns., Midhurst, Sussex (Individual adviser). 

Add Sa¥sbury (Wilts).—Rev. W. Mauleverer 
20 Park Lane, Salisbury. 

Add Stratford-on-Avon (Warwichs.) — 
Charles H. Bullard, _1 Henley St., Stratford- 
on-Avon, (Individual Adviser.) 


Omit Tylorstown (Glam.) 

Add Ferndale and Tylorstown 
Pen Hitching, 26 Albany St., 
Rhondda, Glam. 

Finchley (covering N.2, N.3, N.22, and 
N.20).—Now joint Secs. D. H. Miles, 86 Oak- 
leigh Avi, Whetstone, N.20, and D. Pegg, 12 
Western Court, Nether St., N.2. 


now: 29 Al- 


(Glam. (.— 
Ferndale, 


‘ port 


October 9 !942, 


REEK" CHILDREN 


n a considerable scale by the oceupy- 
ing authorities,” and said that he 
could give no fresh undertaking re- 
garding future assistance for Greece 
until the results of the existing 
Swedish scheme for importation and 
distribution of wheat from Canada 
were known. 


In reply to a further question, 
alleging that milk is availab'e in 
South America and that the British 
Government have refused to issue 
navicerts for it, Mr. Foot said that 
statements in the press to this effect 
were misleading as the milk was not 
yet available. 


STUDENTS’ PLIGHT 


The September Report of Inter- 
national Student Service reveals that 
of the approximately 15,000 students 
enrolled this year at the University 
of Athens (where courses have been 
suspended), the majority have pre- 
ferred to remain in the city instead 
of returning to the proviaces. 


“It was to meet this difficult situation that 
last year the Student Canteen was organized 
in Athens,” states the report. “At present 
there are approximately 10,000 students re- 
ceiving help from the canteen... Meats, fata, 
albumin, eggs, and dairy products are com- 
plete'y lacking from the diet of these students 
...the Student Canteen is totally unable to 
furnish the tubercular and undernourished 
students with a more substantial or nourish- 
ish food... 

“The European Student Relief Fund has 
already taken the first steps to help. Through 
the Joint Relief Commission of the Inter- 
national Red Cross it has bought sardines in 
Lisbon which will be sent to Athens on a Red 
Cross ship and there be turned over to the 
Rector ef the University. But this is ex- 
tremely limited-—meang must be found to sup- 
these students during the coming 
months,” 


IFIED ADVERTISE 


24. per word minimum 2a. $4. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany 
copy, except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy: 
Classified advertisements: MONDAY 
Displayed advertisements: First Post FRIDAY 
(Maximum apace allowed—8 inches single. 
culumn or equivalent.) 


FOR SALE & WANTED (Cont.) 


GOING, GOING, GONE!!! But we can- 
not have the sale if you do not send in your 
goods for the mock auction sale for the H. R. 
L. Sheppard Fund on Oct. 22. Let this be a 
reminder! Messrs. Robinson, Rundle, Shel- 
fon and Seamark, auctioneers and agents 
(Northampton Group). N.B. next breakfast: 
Sybil Morrison of London: Nov. 1. 

HAND-PAINTED GQhristmas cards from. 
3s. a dozen, card calendars 1s, 6d. each, oil- 
painted calendars from 2s. 6d. Specimens. 
Mabe! Sermon, 22 Trinity Av., Northampton. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 

EXPERIENCED SMALLHOLDER  requir- 
ing £100-£200 additional capital offers 74% 
interest. Present implements and furniture 
as security; current rent receipts and refer- 
ences for inspection. Box 529 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG COUPLE wish to rent glass-houses 
and land, or would consider partnership. Box 
539 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE. &c. 


PAMPHLETS AND LEAFLETS to study 
and distribute now: inspiring selection: 6d., 
1s, 6d., 8s. 6d. and 53. Real value. Grant, 
Dept. L, Burley, Hants. 

PEACEMONGERING AIDS. ‘Pioneering 
For World Brotherhcody* 7d. “My Daily 
Bread,” 2d. ‘““Why the German Republic Fell.” 
1s. 3d. Price includes postage. E. Crawford, 
27 St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House. Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 

HOLY CROSS, Cromer St., St. Pancras. 
Sun.. Oct, 11, 11 a.m., Rev. B. M. Nash; 6.80 
p.m.. Rev. P. L. D. Chamier. 

THE HACKNEY GROUP invites you to a 
social and dance in aid of the Dick Sheppard 
House Fund, at Kingsley Hall, Bow, on Sat- 
urday, Oct. 24, 6.30 to 10 p.m. Tickets (in- 
cluding refreshments) Is. Gd. from Secretary, 
11 Powel] Rd., London, E.5. 

WATFORD. Friends’ Meeting House, Derby 
Rd., Saturday, Oct. 17, 3.30 p.m. Communal 
Tea, followed by Patrick Figgis on “The Need 
for an Armistice.” P.P.U. West Herts 

10n. 
RAT C.0.; ARE DOING.” Friends’ 
Hall, Greenleaf Rd., Walthamstow, Sat., Oct. 
17, 8 p.m. Sneakers from F.A.U., F.W.RS., 
L.V.S.P., P.S.U.. Hungerford C'ub. American 
Tea. Dance at 7.30 p.m. Tickets 1s. 6d. 
Proceeds to Dick Sheppard House Fund. 


| Modern house, 


Printers of ‘Peace News” 


CLIFFORD PRINTING CO. (rt.v.) 


VICTORIA WORKS, 12b MANOR RD, 
LONDON, N.16. 
have facilities to print ene or two more 
weekly, monthly or quarterly newspapers, 
booklets, magazines, bulletins, etc. 
Quotations on Application. 


MENTS 


PERSONAL 


LESSONS WANTED: singing, music theory 
and appreciation, possibly pianoforte. Cannot 
afford high fees. S.W. London. Box 534 PN, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 


PACIFIST, training for post-war recon- 
struction and specially studying Norway, 
would like to contact others interested in that 
country. Box 520 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


CORNISH FARMER (pacifist) requirea 
single man to tend dairy cows. Some experi- 
ence essential. Live in. Write Box 640 PN. 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS. Young 
woman to generally assist secondhand book- 
seller (partly clerical) West End. State age, 
ree tine. oceupn. Box 5385 PN, 8 Blackstock 

oe “A, 


HOME in country district for lady pacifist 
in return for household services. Box 541 
PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


HOUSEKEEPER for business woman. Small 
medern house. All duties. State age, wage, 
references. Wainwright, 24 Ringway Rd., 
Moss Nook, Cheadle, Cheshire. 

HOUSEKEEPER urgently required for 
Forestry Unit of seven men. No laundry. 
Apply Strathwye, Tintern, Chepstow. 


KINDERGARTEN TEACHER reauired at 
Quaker evacuation school staffed by voluntary 
workers. Apply Headmistress, Yealand Manor 
School, Yealand Conyers, Near Carnforth, 
Lanes. 

WANTED URGENTLY: temporary, possibly 
permanent, help with domestic work and 
young children. Sherwood School Community, 
Epsom 9125. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.0., 19, requires land work or market 
gardening (preferably within 50 miles of Ox- 
ford). Willing worker. Box 515 PN, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.O., 21, experienced cook, wants position in 
agricultural hostel or similar undertaking. Box 
536 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

€.0., 28, married, dismissed Civil Service 
as result of imprisonment, seeks approved 
land work and accommodation. No experi- 
ence, willing to learn. Wife will help, part- 
time. Box 531, PN, 8 Blaekstock Rd., N.4. 

ENVELOPES ADDRESSED (typewritten). 
1s. 6d. per 100. Box 532, PN, 2 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST GIRL, 19, 
temvorary or permanent. 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

REQUIRED, work of interesting character 
by man (exempt). Seaside or Country—over 
20 yrs. (clerical) last employ. Free after 
Christmas. Box 537 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


requires land work, 
Write Box 542 PN, 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; ail modern comforts. 
A, and K. §. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate: Tel. Ambergate 


44). 
DEVON. farm. Four C€.0.6. 
Accommodation from 
mid-October. Pierce, Westcott, Oakfard. 
WYE VALLEY. (6 mile» Monmouth) 
Cuests ‘received in peaceful country house, in 
nackland of 150 acres. Run by Christian 
commnnity. Terms, from £2.17s. 6d. 
Lindure Settlement, St. Briavels, Glog 


Pacifist 
quiet. 


Apply 


Published from $ Blackstock Rd., London N.4. 
by ‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co., (T.U.) London N.16. 


